
S h i p s h a p 
e Second Quarter, 2016 - A Quarterly Publication of the S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation, Inc. 

This year’s fundraiser “Brunch/Auction” at the Muskegon Country Club was another huge 
success in support of the restoration projects that get accomplished during the summer.  
Here is a list of our wonderful supporters and faithful businesses: 
Platinum Sponsors – Ralph McCrea & Hilt Family  Gold Sponsors – Ray & Jackie Hilt, Grand Industries,  
& Captain Bob Priefer,  Silver Sponsors – Jim & Joanne Johnson 

750 Grill Gene & Karen Fethke Leelanau Sands Casino Sportsfisherman's Ctr. 
Acme Bedding Ted Fricano Lee's Famous Recipe Station Grill 
Anita Yonkman Golden Corrall Linda & Ken Griffin Jean Stein 
Any & Everything Mall Gr. Hotel Mackinac Is. Mackinaw State Park Sun Coast Auto Ctr. 
Pam Babbitt Gr. Lakes Marina Mary Lonergan Texas Roadhouse 
Badger Car Ferry Gr. Lakes Shipwreck Soc. MI Irish Festival The Nuthatch 
Beerstsen Restaurant Handsome Henry's Mike Krivitzky Thom Pascoe 
Bel-Aire Motel Hanks Tavern Musk Civic Theatre Tootsies Caterin 
Bent Pine Golf Club Harley Davidson Museum Musk Country Club Tyler Sales 
Bill & Carol Balcom Dave Harris KL Industries Nichols Paper Supply US31 BBQ 
Blue Lake Radio Harry & Julie Wierenga N. Shore Ace Hardware Unruly Brewing Co. 
Steve Bowyer Holiday Inn Musk Harbor Odawa Casino Wasserman Flowers 
Celebration Cinema Icebreaker Mackinaw Bill & Gay Petersen West Marine 
The Cheese Lady Jerry Bakke Port City Pistol W. MI Symphony 
City of Milwaukee Jerviss Fethke Ins. Port City Princess Westport B&B 
USCGC Acacia Jimmy Johns Quigley Draperies Witt Buick 
Comcast Joe Chan's Bristro R&R Landscaping WI Maritime Museum 
Coopersville & Marne RR John Karafa Raymond James Zulu Nyala Safari 
Cruise & Travel Experts Keil's Music Bert Robinson Jay Vandervorde 
Crystal Mountain Lake Express Russ's Restaurant 
Darlene Collet Lakeside Café Sanborn Jewelers 
Denise Elwell Lakeside Emporium Sand Products 
Phil & Kathy Dickinson Lauren Cribbs Sheplers Ferry 
Fazoli's LeFleur Shoppe Shoreline Inn & Suites 



Shipshape 2016 2nd Quarter  
by  

Jim Plant, President & Tour Director  
 

     Summer’s tour season is really heating up on the Clipper not only in numbers, but 
also in interesting guests. Recently a young lady from Chicago, who was reporting for the 
internet service, “Awesome Mitten”, got information about our tour.  Go to her website to 
see all about us.  Last week a travel agent from Wisconsin brought 34 folks over, via The 
Lake Express, to tour the Clipper.  
 
     On May 28th, the free day for visiting Muskegon museums, brought over 200 guests 
on board. That was quite an exciting day! All the tour guides were exhausted, but 
exhilarated by the end of the day at the incredible turn out. Hopefully all of the guests that 
day will pass the word on to others about our beautiful boat, so hopefully, they will be 
interested in coming this summer to tour for themselves.   
 
   The panoramic view from the Pilot House is so spectacular. You are up 6 decks on the 
ship and in the middle of Muskegon Lake.  Our guests are amazed at what the Clipper has 
to offer; the dance floor with the seahorses to watch every dance step, the large mahogany 
and leather bar near the dance floor in the Marine Lounge, the theater with the 
comfortable seats, the soda bowl a surprise treat, and the list goes on. Just when the guests 
think they have seen everything, the tour gets to the model rooms. Two rooms filled with 
authentic ship models that show how the Great Lakes vessels looked in their day. Even if 
you have been on the ship in the past, you owe it to yourself to see what new things there 
are to see.  
 
     Have a wonderful summer. A big thank you to all, who have worked so hard to make 
our big lady the showpiece she is today.  

Here are the hometowns of those who signed the guest book:  
 
MICHIGAN: Kalamazoo, Grand Rapids, Gagetown, Grant, Boonville, Bancroft, Dearborn, Holland, 
Rochester, Battle Creek, Hastings, Sparta, Spring Lake, Byron Center, Walker, Saginaw, Williamston, Grand 
Haven, Twin Lake, Whitehall, Redford, Fremont and Ortonville.  ARIZONA: Northville, Yuma, Green 
Valley.  ILLINOIS: Elgin, Chicago, Batavia, Morengo and Lisle.   INDIANA:  Garrett and LaFayette.    
FLORIDA: Gulfport, and St. Petersburg.  MARYLAND: Annapolis.  COLORADO: Colorado 
Springs.    KANSAS: Hutchinson.  WISCONSIN: Milwaukee, Waukesha, Mosenee, Clintonville, 
Sciocton, Wausau, Almond, Manitowac, Birk, Jonesville, Kenosha, Marshfield and Stratford. 
SWITZERLAND & GERMANY. 
 
I would say, that’s a beautiful showing for being open just one month for 2016 tours.  Of 
those 200+, who came that special day in late May, most were from the Greater Muskegon 
Area. 



TOUR GUIDES & OTHER HELPERS: 
 

We really appreciate our faithful volunteers.  Not just those who work during 
the week welding, chipping, painting and fixing up,  but on the weekends 
when the public comes in, we really-really say a “happy”  thank you. 
 
So we salute: 
Tour Guides: Ken Griffin, Orzetta Jones, Jim Plant, Coke Billinghurst, Steve 
Schallaci,  Terry Judd, Bob Jennings, Mary Sarle and Mike Wilson (trainee). 
Store Clerks: Linda Griffin, MaryLouise Plant & JoAn Pietila  
Soda Jerks: Tom Bell & Lauren Cribbs (also Tour Guide Trainee) 
Weekend House Cleaning Detail: Marion Fagan 
Gate Guards: Dan Long, Bill Schwarmer & John Pietila 
 
We need more: Soda Bowl “jerks”, Gate Guards and Store Clerks, as well as 
Tour Guides to run the Clipper tours.  If we get enough people, we can work 
in 2-hour shifts instead of 4-hour shifts. ALSO, we won’t have to work so 
often.   
 
Procedure handbooks are available for the guides and store clerks.  Trainees 
follow guided tours for a few times to learn the script and route through the 
ship.  At season’s end, we have a round-up party for all the tour volunteers to 
say thank you and hash over the parts that we did well and parts we need to 
develop further. 
 
WON’T YOU COME – BE A PART OF THE CLIPPER FAMILY??   



    Article from Ray Hilt 
   

 Muskegon Glass came and installed the glass in the frame of the big Alabama 
model. It looks very special. We have a bronze porthole, from the Alabama, mounted on the 
wall with a picture of the, then, new Life Saving Station with the crew practicing in the 
channel in the surf boat, as it was on the maiden voyage of the Alabama in 1910.  We have a 
section of original railing, loaned by Don Eggerding. As well as, two deck chairs, many 
pictures and articles, interior views, etc. from my collection mounted on the walls.  There is a 
showcase donated by Tim Fitzsimmons that is full of serving dishes, plates, souvenirs, 
towels, etc from the original ship.  This room is an active display, with new items coming in 
steadily. 
  

 The Clipper is a member of the Muskegon's Amazing Museum Group (M 3) and 
each museum had a free day for Muskegon people to tour the 13 Muskegon County 
Museums. Our free day was May 28th, the first day of Memorial Weekend.  We had around 
200 people, who came and saw the ship, many for the first time.  All were amazed at what the 
interior of the ship looks like.  
  

 On June 13th, Mike Krivitsky and I went to South Haven to the Michigan 
Maritime Museum to pick up a magnificent 6 1/2 ft. model of the Carl D. Bradley that is on 
loan to us from the Michigan Maritime Museum.  The Bradley is a disaster ship that broke in 
half in a November storm in 1958 and sank in Lake Michigan just west of the Beaver Island 
Group. There were only two survivors.  It is now on display with the Edmund Fitzgerald 
model in our Model Room.  The count now of Great Lakes ship models on display on the 
Clipper is around 45, certainly alone worth a trip to see.  There is also two Ginman boats, 
built in Muskegon, in the Ginman Room, with a third waiting to be moved onboard. 
  

 The Ginman Room has been redone.  It now has a large glass showcase with the 
Clipper and Juniata models on display in it.  There is also a large screen TV and chairs to 
watch the new video of the Clipper, which is on sale in the ship's store. We also are planning 
to have other videos running on the TV, one of two, we got from the B.C. Cobb Plant. 
  

 When you visit us, don't forget to check out the new items for sale in the ship's 
store.  Many of them would make great gifts for a special person in your life.  I hope I have 
spiked your interest to come and visit us, you won't be sorry.  

Ray Hilt 
Board Member and Museum Curator 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you Terry Judd for our new logo.   It looks 
great – especially on our t-shirts, sweatshirts and 
tote bags. GOOD JOB!  Check out the Ships Store 
for other items, too. 



Restoration and Remembrance! 

Here we are off to a very good start of a new season.  For openers we once again had  
another successful Clipper Auction, thanks to Gene Fethke and his great group of  
volunteers.  I’m sure there will be more info on the event from others in this newsletter. 
 
We owe a great sense of gratitude to Mike Krivitzky and his quick thinking, while on a tour of the 
closing of Consumer Energy Cobb Plant.  What will happen to all of the equipment that helps make this 
plant operational???  So, Mike contacted the right people there; Dennis Kirksey got one of their extra 
large cargo trailers and eventually, we inherited a huge amount of tools and equipment, which is now 
aboard the Clipper and will be a good help in the restoration projects.  It wasn’t all that easy to do.  It 
took a lot of negotiation and hard work to make it happen.  They pulled it off and there is still more to 
come with the  final shut down of the facility. 
 
Ray Hilt can almost breathe easy, after almost 14 years of negotiations, to get Shaw Walker’s prize 
model of the steamer “Alabama” aboard the Clipper and into its own display room.  It’s a done deal!!   
 
Bill Thurlow has redone a lot of the lighting in the various museums.  He really did an excellent job in 
the Alabama Room, which also houses other ship models that are on loan from Ray’s great friend, Ken 
Jilbert, up in Manistee.  Bill, also worked in The Ginman Boat Works display room, the Main Museum 
and the Ships Store.  They all are really something to see. 
 
We have been cleaning out the Aft Crew Quarters and, hopefully, this area can be added to the tour 
route. 
 
Roland Falkowski has done a fine job of reassembling the tables in the Crew Quarters Mess Hall.  He 
has, also built an all new cashier counter in the Cafeteria, which had disappeared.  So that, along with 
the removal of  the partition wall on the Starboard side, this area is whole again. 
 
We now have Carl Luther, a one-time crew member from the glory days, of working the Clipper Marine 
Lounge.  He went on from there to the paint industry from which he retired.  Now we are hoping to un-
retire him for the use of his talent on the Clipper. 
 
One of our youngest crewmembers, Lauren Cribbs, who has been working as a Soda Jerk & Tour 
Guide, has taken on the responsibility of shinning the brass in the Pilot House.  Plus she and her mother, 
Denise Elwell, are restoring the Chief Purser’s room up on the boat deck.  She is gunning for a top 
ranking in the Girl Scouts Troup that she is a member of.  Now, how about the younger generation?? 
 
So, the season is off to a great start and with all the new equipment from Consumers Power, all we need 
is volunteer bodies to use that stuff. 
 
Any body seen or located Charlie Nobel on the ship??? 

                           Smooth Sailing 
                    Captain Bob Priefer 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

We have a few get well wishes, Tom Bell and Bob Jennings, also our 
condolences to the Lou Dumas family on his passing.  Lou was a  past 
Board Member and will be sadly missed. 



 ** WANT AD ** 
ITEMS NEEDED  

 
* Pontoon Boat 

* Welder 
* Electric Sanders 
* VOLUNTEERS 

* Portable Band Saw  
* Electric Hand Grinders  
* 5.8 hp or more portable 

Air Compressor 
w/hoses & hammers 

* Funding for Marine Paints 
 

*(*     VOLUNTEERS! 
All shapes,  ages & genders ! 

 

If you have any of the items listed below, 
that you would be willing to donate, it 
would be greatly appreciated. 

Remember all items donated are tax 
deductible,, we are a 501©3 
organization. 

Thank you - 
Blarney Castle Oil 
Co. for the drums to 
provide proper handling 
of the restoration waste 
products.  

231-683-1590 

Thank you to our sponsors! 

SPECIAL THANKS to some of our local businesses, who help behind the scenes:  
MICRGRAPHICS, who prints the Newsletter and does the mailings; and LAKESIDE 
EMPORIUM, who supports our efforts by displaying a canister for donations, and has 
a supply of  newsletters for distribution;  
 
You can always get a copy of the newsletter at The Convention and Visitors  Bureau.  
Not to leave out all the other local businesses who support the Spring Auction.  We 
always have multiples of businesses who donate items for the fundraiser.  

                  Thanks to all. 

 Could your business use some new customers?  
Business card size $120 annually - Quarter Page $240 - Half Page - $460 - Full page Ad $900.  

We have a mailing list of over a thousand, not just in Muskegon, but all over the U.S.  Call 
231-755-8066 to reserve your space today.  Thank you in advance for your support on the 
progress of the preservation efforts. 



 
FRIENDS OF THE S.S. MILWAUKEE CLIPPER 

 
 
Support the restoration and preservation of the S. S. Milwaukee Clipper – A National Historic 
Landmark! 
 
The S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc. is a 501(c)3 non profit organization.  All donations are tax 
deductible!  Donations will be anonymous unless otherwise requested. 
 
Please accept the enclosed donation of $ ________ in support of the efforts of S. S. Milwaukee Clipper 
Preservation, Inc. in memory/honor of ____________________________. 
 
Earmark these funds for the following project(s):  _____________________________  (Call for suggestions) 
 
              Please place my name and address as listed below on the mailing list for Shipshape, the quarterly 
newsletter. 
 
  I would be willing to volunteer my time to the following Clipper activities: 
 

   Fundraising      Publicity 
   Working on the newsletter       Maintenance 
   Museum/Gift Shop assistance    Restoration work 
   Security at the Clipper dock site    Other ___________________ 
   Archiving 

 
  I would like to volunteer !  Please contact me at the address below with more information. 
 

 Name _______________________________________________ 
 

 Address _____________________________________________ 
 

 City, State, Zip________________________________________ 
 
Contact Phone Number ____________________ Email Address _______________________________ 
 
Please mail this form to: 

S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc. 
PO Box 1370 

Muskegon, MI  49443-1370 
OR 

Send the above information via email to:   milwaukeeclipper@gmail.com  
 
The S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc, a non-profit 501(c)3 corporation, was organized in April, 1997 
for the sole purpose of restoring and preserving the steamship S. S. Milwaukee Clipper and to create an on-
board Great Lakes Maritime Museum to educate and inform the public about our Great Lakes maritime 
heritage.   
 

Your continuing donations and volunteerism will ensure our success! 
 
Thank you for your support!   
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